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turned purple with rage. His fat cheeks trembled. He or-
dered, "Take them to the guardhouse immediately after
work!"
That night Dostoevsky returned to the barracks pale, hag-
gard and with his mouth strangely distorted. Later, in the
middle of the night, the convicts were awakened by a bark-
ing cry, as of a wild beast. Dostoevsky was rolling on the
floor shaken by an epileptic fit and knocking his head against
the wall. He had to be tied with a rope.
Opinions differ as to whether Dostoevsky was really
flogged by order of Kryvtsov or whether the whole episode
is only a legend. The flogging of a nobleman was an unusual
event. When the Polish noble Jadowsky was forced to run
the gantlet, the whole town of Omsk heard about it and con-
demned the major's absurd cruelty. But there is no specific
information about the alleged whipping of Dostoevsky. Dr.
Yanovsky writes, "I have never heard anything of the kind,
either from Feodor Mikhailovich or from his brother Mi-
khail with whom I often discussed the matter quite openly,
. . ." (Letter to Maikov, March 12, 1881.)
Baron Wrangel writes no less emphatically. "I can affirm
on Feodor Mikhailovich's own authority that neither at the
penitentiary nor during his service as a soldier, was there a
commander or a convict or a soldier who raised his hand
against him."
Dostoevsky's daughter also declared in a letter to the ed-
itor of The Neiu Times, "I do not know the origin of the
absurd and baseless literary legend concerning the corporal
punishment inflicted upon my father at the penitentiary,"
It is beyond doubt, however, that the ordeal of hard labor
developed Dostoevsky's propensity to epilepsy. While his
first attacks date from the period of his father's death, and